
  
 
 
 

 
 

Press release 
Cannes, 7 April 2021 

 

CANNES VIRTUAL EVENTS 
The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès rolls out its 

hybrid events offer 
 
The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès de Cannes is deploying a new digital strategy. It places 
innovation and technology at the heart of its new arrangements and offers an event format 
combining the best of the real and virtual worlds with the aim of maintaining physical encounters 
while developing new digital solutions to prepare an offer adapted to new event formats. With the 
launch of a new 3D solution operated by Laval Virtual, the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès offers 
a concrete package for even more effective hybrid events. 
 
"2020, marked by the global health crisis, has profoundly and permanently transformed the event 
sector. Cannes, a leading business destination, has a proven track record of organising events and is 
working hard to launch new initiatives. Hybrid events have become an indispensable alternative to 
encourage the return of live, in-person trade shows. Today, the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès is 
ready to support and work with its customers in renewing the formats of their events." David Lisnard, 
Mayor of Cannes 
 

Hybrid and virtual events for more audiences and new customers 

Anxious to provide the best possible offer, the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès is accelerating its 
digitalisation, not to move to 100% virtual, but to bring real added value to physical events:   

 Offer organisers who cannot hold their event for health reasons, an alternative to keep their 
brand very much alive and animate their community 

 Increase, rejuvenate and diversify audiences for events held live and in-person in Cannes for 
greater competitiveness 

 Host new virtual events to convert them into in-person live events 

 
Cannes Virtual Events, a virtual extension of the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès  
The Palais des Festivals et des Congrès de Cannes and Laval Virtual, a key player in virtual reality, have 
entered into a strategic partnership for the creation, marketing and management of a virtual world for 
hosting new trade shows, conferences, corporate conventions... This new event space called "Cannes 
Virtual Events" will respond to all customer requests to offer a different yet complementary 
experience to that of physical events. Laval Virtual, an association founded in 1999, specialises in the 
uses of immersive and interactive technologies, and each year organises the world's largest 
international salon in the field of virtual and augmented reality. 
 
Building on the Virbela solution, Laval Virtual operates an innovative platform that reproduces the 
environment of a physical event and offers participants an interactive, authentic experience, allowing 
them to move around this 3D world, dialogue orally with participants, make presentations on all kinds 
of media (promotional video, brochures, PowerPoint etc), make appointments and so on. 

"The virtual worlds we have been operating for the past year are currently based on one of the most 
successful solutions for large-scale events, such as those held in the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès 
de Cannes. We have tested this solution since last April by organising more than 80 events of varying 
sizes”, explains Laurent Chrétien, Managing Director of Laval Virtual. 
 



A first in France in the world of trade shows and conferences 
This partnership between the Palais des Festivals and Laval Virtual is a real first for the trade show and 
convention industry. 
This makes the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès de Cannes the first Convention and Exhibition 
Centre to have a 3D environment offering configurations close to reality.  
It offers organisers an original format for events: more innovative, bolder and more sustainable.  
A real message of hope for Conference Centres, whose activity has been heavily impacted in recent 
months.  

"We are proud to offer our customers this new service and support them towards hybrid events, 
offering innovative, sustainable solutions to increase the audience at events." Jean-Michel Arnaud, 
President of the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès de Cannes 
 
 
About the Palais des Festivals et des Congrès 
The premier convention centre in France after Paris, the Palais des Festivals hosts flagship events in France and 
internationally, such as the Cannes Film Festival, Cannes Lions Festival of Creativity, CanneSéries, MIPIM, MIPCOM, MIPTV, 
MIDEM, MAPIC, Tax Free World Exhibition... 
Building on a proactive policy of quality and sustainable development at the heart of its operations, the Palais des Festivals 
et des Congrès, the first European centre to gain quadruple certification - ISO 9001, ISO 14001, OHS 18001, ISO 26000 - 
continues its responsible commitment by adapting all spaces in accordance with health safety rules.  
In 2019, it continued its eco-responsible momentum, engaging in the "Responsible International Destinations" programme, 
aiming for ISO 20121 certification.  
In July 2020, it was awarded the "COVID19 BUSINESS READY" label and the "Ecovid Label" issued by the SOCOTEC Group. In 
February 2021, it strengthened its health safety skills by acquiring the international GBAC Star. 
www.palaisdesfestivals.com 
 
About Laval Virtual 
Since 1999, Laval Virtual has been a major facilitating organisation serving the VR/AR community (virtual reality/augmented 
reality). 
Companies, innovators, academics and investors in the immersive technology industry are turning to Laval Virtual for 
exceptional networking opportunities, facilitation in organising virtual events, tailored support based on real use cases and 
relevant information services. 
Laval Virtual is best known for organising the first European event specialising in VR/AR, which brings together more than 
9000 professionals, 150 speakers and 300 exhibitors from the immersive technology industry each year. This historic 
exhibition has transformed the city of Laval into the capital of Virtual Reality and, for a week, brings the whole Mayenne and 
Pays de la Loire to life – a region of innovation and excellence. 
More information: https://association.laval-virtual.com/fr/ 

 
About Virbela 
Virbela designs collaborative virtual worlds for work, learning and events. Founded in 2012 by a team of behavioural 
psychology experts, Virbela's mission is to help organisations and individuals thrive in a distanced future. With 3D, immersive 
and highly engaging spaces, Virbela brings online professional and personal experiences to life, while allowing remote teams 
to be more connected and productive. 
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